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Board approves
growth plans

Gittins: Mission IS

"We have come to a crossroads on ourCe nte red I n th e marg I nS

journey in mission," said GHM Execu- .,,. . . S
Jtive Di¥ector Rev. Tim Iverson at the Missionis what God does for aliving.

October 8th board meeting, "and we In this striking way Dr. Anthony Gittins

need to decide now if we are going to2=¥< .
stop, turn, or move on ahead to embracd Win City global health conference.
a future God appears to be calling us t

ursue." )
P sized.

initiative; we respond to God’s action.

began his keynote address at the annuaGod’s mission is brought down to us in

the coming of Jesus, who made it visible
and understandable by sharing himself

%Godisthe subject of mission, he empha-with us. His job was evangelizing - not
It is not our mission nor the just by proclamation, but by sharing

Faced with increased demands for shipchurch’s; itis God’'s. We don’t take the himself. He looked for trouble and did

ping services, and signs that the prese
warehouse is inadequate to support fu
ture growth, the GHM Board of Direc-
tors established a committee to mak
recommendations on the acquisition of
new warehouse. The board receive
reports that the current warehouse can
not accommodate additional shipment
much beyond the 14 scheduled for thi
year, while up to 25 sea containers ar
projected in the next 5-10 years. Pro-
cessing and storage of in-coming dona
tions of medical supplies and equipmen
areincreasingly difficultin cramped work
space, affecting work conditions for our
dedicated volunteers and raising safet
concerns.

Growth in recent years is attributable to
increased awareness of GHM's services HCB Director Bijoy Baroi reported from
by partner Lutheran Church health careBangladesh

programs around the world, the chal-
lenges they face in addressing over
whelming needs such as those associ
ated with the HIV/AIDS pandemic, and
rising competition to provide the best
service at the lowest cost. Accompany-|;
ing these factors is growth in mission
activity by Lutheransin Americathrough
such initiatives as the ELCA companion
synod programs.

As additional strategic responses to
growth pressures, the board endorsec
plans to continue exploration of estab-_
lishing satellite offices in up to two U.S.
locations in the coming five years, and
provided for staffing expansion to man-
age projects and shipping, service col-
laborative relationships with overseas
and stateside partners, and develop gra
proposals.
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something about it. The center of his
mission was at the margins, among the
poor, the weak, the oppressed.

Jesus asks usto do as he did . . .to break
through the boundaries of comfort, privi-
lege and security and share ourselves
with the needy. In a changing world
these things remain constant: God's call,
the human need for solidarity, and gen-
erous people who find life's meaning in
having their own lives turned inside out
so that hope is kept alive and the human
spirit is not quenched.

Dr. Gittins is on the staff of the Catholic
Theological Union in Chicago. The con-
ference, held Oct. 9 at Incarnation
Lutheran Church, North Oaks, contin-
ued in small groups on various aspects
of mission activities.
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Youth from St. Mark's Lutheran Church, St. Paul, told of their mission trip to Tanzania
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THE B-LINE .
New at GHM ‘?—*

Knitted and crocheted bandages for
tropical ulcer patients.

Direct Lines Short-term mission
from the Director

Our annual conference at IncarnationyieIdS exce”ent reSL”tS

Lutheran Church was wonderful, and
Father Anthony Gittins, our keynote Ayearago, atthe request of SALFA, the
speaker, was an inspiration. | couldMalagasy Lutheran Church's health care
identify with his comment about our program, GHM sent Dr. Wally
relationship to mission when he com- McKenzie and his wife Kathy, a dental
pared it to standing on the shore of Laketechnician, to Madagascar to conduct a
Michigan and wondering ifitmade sensetraining program for SALFA's dental
to try to make mission our own by at- personnel. The three-week programwas
tempting to drink it all up, or simply designed to upgrade skills in new tech-
surrendering and jumping in, immers- niques, improve local ability to repair
ing ourselvesin God and God’s mission.dental equipment, learn HIV/AIDS pro-
It's a rare day at GHM when | don't feel tective procedures in practice, and as-These bandages are knitted or crocheted from
like my head’s just above the water andsess supplies and equipment needs.  “kitchen” type cotton yarn (“Sugar and
I'm being caught up in the current and Cream” or "Peaches and Cream”) or may be
pulled towards unplanned but almostUpon their return, the McKenzies re- madefrom“bedspread” typeyarn (e.g., *Knit
always delightful destinations. The mis- searched vendors and found that man 4rfo-sihleen()jl\TlE$y aﬁsorgmcpeslwﬁe and
sion is God’s, and often we have all weneeded items can be purchased at lowef | 2°c '9n=o-F WES E0¢ neral- o
can do just to try to catch up! prices in the U.S. They identified high - (Ney vy dyes.
. . quality materials, negotiated discounted The handages are especially helpful for long
Our board recently jumped into the cur- prices, and established vendor relation-term treatment of ulcers as they are durable,
rent of God’s mission when they ap- ships that have begun to provide the washable and heavy enough to protect an
proved action to explore acquiring a Malagasy dentists with a dependable open or slow healing area from further in-
larger warehouse, establish Satellite of-source of standardized supplies andjury.
fices, and expand our staffing to catchequipment. They also provided GHM
up with our growing demands and op- with a plan and benchmark budget for
portunities to advance the healing min-grants to purchase the supplies neede

A complete pattern with instructions is avail-
dable from GHM.

istry of Jesus. | was blessed to learn ofeach year by SALFA dentists.
one such opportunity a few weeks ago

when | was invited to meet with Bishop
Philip Hougen and his assistant Rev.
Kathy Gerking of the SE lowa Synod,
ELCA. Bishop Hougen had recently
returned from visiting his companion
Church of the Pare Diocese in Tanzani
and its hospital at Gonja. He was invited

to preach at one congregation andan example of available equipment.
learned, on arrival, that a hundred or so

And yes, we still need rolled bandages as
well.
*kkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkk

The GHM stress-free solution to gift
giving:

*Put on your cozy robe and slippers

Fix yourself a cup of cocoa

eLight an aromatic candle

*Fill out some GHMTribute Cards or Bed
Net Cardsto let family and friends on your
gift list know that this year you and they are

children were being brought to be bap-Having demonstrated the effectiveness “Helping the Hands that Heal”
tized that Sunday by the American of short-term missions in supporting our «Fill out the GHM portion and include a
Bishop! He was understandably over-overseas' partners, the McKenzies have check (any amount will help)

whelmed by the prospect, but as he connow turned their attention to a new ini- *Leave them for the mail carrier to pick up
ducted the service noticed that most oftiative in developing a dental program *Spend your newly found free holiday time
the babies were being brought forwardfor the Dodoma Christian Medical Cen- ©
by children and the elderly. “Where areter in Tanzania. The project, under
their parents?” Hougen asked theleadership of former GHM presidentDr. get a group together and go caroling in a
congregation’s pastor, to which he re-John Toso, will also receive the assis- nyrsing home or in your neighborhood.
plied, “Oh, Bishop, so many have died tance of Dr. Charles, the Malagasy - get reacquainted with your favorite chair
from AIDS.” The Bishop returned home Lutheran Church's dental program di- and read a good book.

with a passion for mission on behalf of rector.

- bake cookies with the children or grand-
children.

those who had become his new brothers . )
and sistersin the waters of baptism. ThisCalling all knitters
is how the Spirit is inspiring the growth

The cost of twded netsis about $10.00.

Tribute ideas in any amount include: Hospi-
tal care for a poor patient, material needs for
an orphan, support of a clean water project,

to which we are being called to respond.Calling all knitters and crocheters! You . qication to protect a newborn from HIV/
, - . can use your skills to improve health AIps multi vitamins, GHM shipping cost,

It's an exciting and equally humbling care for people overseas. Some kinds 0iGHM general fund. Or pick a project from

time for all of us in the mission of Global bandages can be made by this process age green GHM Project Fund List.

Health Ministries, and it’s not surprising well as items for midwife kits. Send to

| can’t seem to get the words of this old the GHM office for instructions. One Tribute Cards, Bed Net Cards and Project

hymn out of my headAs | went down lady, after hearing a presentation on Listsareavailable from GHM.These cards

in the river to pray, studying about the health needs, announced that she had@'€ aways available and can be used forany

good old way, and who shall wear the found a new calling. She was bored by 96685100 s

robe and crown, Oh Lord, show me thehaving to stay home, unable to do much gt wishes for a blessed Christmas

way! Come sinners! Come on down,as she was undergoing treatment for from the B-line

let's go down, come on down. Oh peoplecancer. So she bought a 6-inch styrofoampsssssssirskerin

come on down, down in the river to ball and some yarn and is making baby Submit questions for thB-line to GHM,

pray!” Rev. Tim lverson  hats for midwife Kkits. attention: Bea Haagenson
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Cameroon gets
boost from staff visit

For the first time, GHM has sent two 40-
foot containers at the same time to
Cameroon. The unusually large ship-
ment was a direct result of the visit by
GHM staff to that country, where they
learned of several urgent needs.

@ GLOBAL HEALTH

The most critical items sent included an
ultrasound (the only one in the area), a
large steam sterilizer, two surgical tables,
10 examination tables, and an anesthe
sia gas machine. The shipment also in-
cluded 31 computers. In addition more
than $2,000 worth of supplies which

were not in stock at the time were sent.

23 persons graduated this year from the nursing school in Madagascar

'God makes even the dust to shine'

The materials went to hospitals at
Ngaoundere, Ngaoubela and Garoua
Boulai and church offices in Cameroon ]
and Central African Republic. | was feeling depressed as | lay on mying ahead with hope, though. The Finn-
. ) bed. The late afternoon sun was shiningish mission with whom we work has
The staff visit on site also alerted GHM prightly through the upper ventilatory ‘made funds available for the drilling of a
to the need to provide additional train- windows just under the 22-foot high well. We need your prayers greatly for
ing in Cameroon so local staff can repair ceiling. | was struck by the beauty of the this project: that the work would begin
and maintain the new equipment. To gently swirling dust which was bril- soon and all material would be available:
'I[\r/I“S ,en% i](iﬁe&h Tasky from thte bSt' liantly illuminated. Here was plain, or- that the work would be of good quality;
Gﬁﬁ\% ?o Al\Jfrlijca to |nr|gvli3e '?r:?sgtrsé?r?in Y dinary dust, of less than no value, set inthat the Lord would guide the location of

P 9: motion by a gentle breeze and radiantlythe drilling to be at just the right place to
illuminated, The Lord reminded me that reach an underground vein. The drilling
there is beauty in this dusty, dreary desertwill be done to a depth of 1,000 feet!
He can make even the dust to shine.
Wow!

A Global Health news editor is
needed. Rolf Aaseng who has been
our editor for somany yearsisretiring
from the position. Please call the
GHM office for more information and
job description (763/586-9590).

I am greatly thankful for the assistance
) ] ) of Global Health Ministries in providing
Crowds seeking help were jamming the funds for a new phone system. Youwould
hallway outside my office. A simple not believe the mix of old wires on our
change restricted them to the waitingroofs which would often create havoc
Solofo goes to Garoua Boulai g e R e more brains wae shays 5 potantil Sascrar for o
o ce). / | was always a potential disaster for pa-
Pr- S&'OLO’ a SOUI?]/SOBth m|SS|0né;1r()j/_ left for medically caring for my patients! tient care. How amazing now to be able
rom af z?]ga%:ar, asB eler] EaT]e - _ to communicate dependably throughout
rector of the Garoua Boulal Lutheran pjg yoy know that being able to take a the compound.
Hospital in Cameroon. He is the fifth ghower any time you want, with good
Malagasy doctor to serve in that coun- yater pressure, is a luxury? We have had

try. Other Malagasy doctors are serving geyere water shortages and have had to
in Papua New Guinea and Bangladeshyation water extensively. We are look-
and a dentist in Tanzania.

Dr. Elenn Elness, Missionary
World Mission Prayer League
TANK Hospital, Pakistan

1 1 48-14 Madagascar: Pharmacotherapy/ Mentally IlI 79-37 Tanzania: ELCT hospice expansion

PrOJeCtS for fundlng 48-17 Madagascar: Rural Clinic Su;?gort Y 79-38 Tanzania: Training for HIV/AIDS victims

. - Shippi 48-28 Madagascar: Professional skills upgrade and families through churches
83_8% Bgﬂglgggiﬂ; gﬂgﬁ;%aﬂem fund. 48-30 Madagascar: Med. prof. teacher subsidy 7939 Tanzania:Maasaidispensary continuing education
04-12 Bangladesh: LHCB clinic-Dumki 48-31 Madagascar: On site training/new grads 79-40 Tanzania: ELCT respiratory care project
09-01 Cameroon: Shipping 48-53 Madagascar: Purchase Surg/dental supplies ~ 79-41 Tanzania: Maasai disp. solar batteries
09-02 Cameroon: Charity patient fund. 48-55 Madagascar:Air Compressorsfor DentalClinics 79-42 Tanzania: Mto Wa Mbo maternity ward
09-27 Cameroon: Training of 2 anesthetists 48-59 Madagascar: Computers/SALFA 79-43 Tanzania: Selian Exp.Hosp.Equipment
09-28 Cameroon: Technician of Lab Training 48-61 Madagascar: Urgent Medical Equipment 79-91 Tanzania: Dodoma hospital development
09-29 Cameroon: Tech/Radiology Training 48-62 Madagascar: Vehicle for Ejeda Hospital 79-92  Tanzania: Haydom Hospital shipping
09-32 Cameroon: Prevention of Maternal/Child 48-63 Madagascar: Continuing Education 79-93 Tanzania: lambi Hospital shipping

HIV Transmission 49-01 Malawi: Shipping 79-94 Tanzania: llula Hospital shipping
09-33 Cameroon: Health Mgmt.Info Systems 57-01 Nigeria: Shipping 79-95 Tanzania: Bumbuli Hospital shipping
09-34 Cameroon: Urgent purchase medical 54-02 Namibia: Charity patient fund. 79-96 Tanzania: Nkoaranga Hospital shipping
supplies and equipment 57-11 Nigeria: Nursing Scholarships ) 79-97 Tanzania: Lugala Hospital shipping

10-11 CAR: Aids Awareness Program 57-12  Nigeria:Community Nursing Scholarships 79-98 Tanzania: Ndolage Hospital shipping
12-11 Chile: EPES Community Health 57-13 Nigeria:Water and Wells 88-01 Zimbabwe: Shipping )
12-12 Chile: EPES Construction of Center 57-14 Nigeria: Adamawa training/development 95-03 General: Med. equipment purchase/repair
14-10 Colombia:Holistic Health/ poor/displaced 60-01 Papua New Guinea: Shipping 95-04 General: Malaria bednets, all countries
18-02 Ethiopia: Charity patient fund 60-02 Papua New Guinea: Charity patient fund 95-05 General: Safe Water
18-16 Ethiopia: Women's HIV/AIDS awareness 70-02 Senegal: Charity patient fund 95-07 General: HIV/AIDS Initiative
32-15 India: AIDS Awareness 79-01 Tanzania: Shipping 98-10 USA - Travel for Medical/Dental Students
32-20 India: Renovation at Parkijuli Hospital 79-02 Tanzania: Charity patient fund. 98-11 Short-term Mission Volunteers
46-01 Liberia: Shipping 79-04 Tanzania: Selian Hospital ) 99-20 Endowment Fund - details available )
46-02 Liberia: Charity patient fund. 79-05 Tanzania:Maasai support services 00-00 Gifts may be given without country designation to
46-11 Liberia: Phebe Hospital Recovery 79-06 Tanzania: Maasai Dispensary Capital Dev. be used "where most needed."
46-12 Liberia: Curran Hospital Recovery 79-08 Tanzania: Continuing Education at Selian - - - —
46-18 Liberia: Continuing Education 79-16 Tanzania: TB Treatment, Selian Hospital GLOBAL HEALTH, published 6 times ayear, isapublication
46-19 Liberia: Phebe surgical instruments 79-17 Tanzania: Selian Surgeons subsidy ?; ?,L%?alemeﬁl%gﬂ'wi%e,s'Sstfgslcmg'oafnafafr%ﬁsuﬁﬁ
48-01 Madagascar: Shipping 79-30 Tanzania: Selian Hospice Support . 55(1132 (763)586-9590. Rev. 'Iyim Iverson,Execulingiréctor;
48-02 Madagascar: Charity patient fund 79-33  Tanzania:Mosquito Nets - Selian Hospital Rolf Aaseng, Editor; Dee Ingemansen, Production.
48-10 Madagascar: Nursing Scholarships 79-35 Tanzania: Selian/Arusha Expansion
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What is Global Health Ministries? GHM provides a gift of life -- physical and spiritual -- through Lutheran health care work across the world by providingfipajedal
support, locating and shipping urgently needed medical supplies, recruiting health care personnel, and funding the tnaitiimgldfiealth care givers.

email: ghmoffice@cs.com ¢ Internet: http://www.ghm.org
763/586-9590 ¢ 763/586-9591 (FAX) Non-profit Org.
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Container arrives at Dodoma I\/I_edical Center

A container is unloaded at the new Dodoma is located in the center of the The new center will have responsibility
Dodoma Christian Medical Center in country, at a junction of major roads, for bringing six dispensaries up to gov-
Tanzania. (See newsletter for Novem- and has been designated the parllamenemment standards. It will include a 60-
ber.) The center is a cooperative efforttary capital of the nation. The area isbed hospital, an administrative center
by the government, church, community one of the poorest in the country with for HIV/AIDS activities, reproductive
eaders and GHM. Shown are govern-inadequate health care. Malaria is theand child health, and a dental clinic.
ment and local representatives, Bishopleading cause of death among the 30%Young people from 15 to 24 account for
Peter Mwamasika and Dr. John Toso. of children who die before the age of 5. 60% of HIV infections.



